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Poetry, 


From MacMillan’s Magazine. 


ADRIFT. 


BY MAY PROKYN 
Ever the water lily rocked 


Upon the rocking stream, 
little clouds, retlected, flocked 
ross her dream 


here the litth 

A u l steere d auc 
And ever she sighed, “Why must I stay 
Iu the river’s bend from day to day 
Oh, were I tree to sail away, 

Where the seas with wouder teem!" 
“| know that I am fair,” she said, 

Ll watch it in the wave, 
At anchor here in the river bed, 

hat holds me like the grave. 


Llight to me 





thing to be, 


Or what g dia living 
When none draws ever high to see 
Nhe beauty that I have 
he alder farther flew 








ig of his song, 

lin where the rushes grew, 

his way along, 

osiers stirred and sighed 

t Was swift, and the world was wide 
i Away!" the ripples cried, 
le ran strong. 


when the stars were born, 





ie bird sat mute in the tree 


When she rocked and swayed, with her cables torn, 











A that she was tree? 
W het i backward on either hand, 
For the nawed o’ her auchor strand, 
Andt kissed t away trom land, 
Aud was wer ou seu 
The river mouth was broad and black, 
With currents countercrossed 
Where the foam ¢ ned white in the eddy’s track, 
Aud the sea d stars were los 
No glimps saw of eitl ank, 
But a waste weed that ved aud sank, 
Where trom gulf to gulf she reeled and shrank, 


And from wave to way 


Phe Sun uprose thro’ a glory spread, 
And bed cl { tul 








Che Story Celler. 
From Belgravia. 
A DREADFUL CASE, 


good of Messrs. 
me on my sixtieth 


I thought it was very 
, 


1 & Blake to tell 












hey did not believe in working 
to death and that therefore 


iow me to 






1 to al retire from 
their service on two-thirds of my salary. | 
1 with them altogether five-and-forts 
t seemed but yesterday that | was 
itheir chief clerk, having two subord- 
yut full twenty years had passed since 


Now | had a staff of fitteen clerks 
1 my salary of four hundred 
m will give you some little 





nsit 





y attached to my posi- 
think for a moment that that 
ror of mine a week or two 
1 retire—I mean iny 
‘ation for pay- 
had anything at 
True, when 
Mr. Blake said, 
te uncall- 


be- 





O was reauy qu 





but men who thought poorly ot 
I erk would scarcely 
made him a present tor 
ver tea-8ervice “as & 
yn on 
i labors’- 

I tlatter myself that 
ram & Blake 


the abil of their chie!l 
on his retirement have 
his wife of a neat iittie si. 


* (so ran 





‘to his lor 





ice to Buck 
i more. 

no means loath to be 
vy own time at an age 
Harry Blake Buckram 
a dashing old - 


you 
c, that 





une 
18 















ster (rar M4 4 low garcenin 
58) ba rh een with me a passion 
\ Claremont-square, Pentonville, affor 
ar scope tor my horticultural genius. 
I do square itself, but to the 
window yur rooms at No. 45 that 
wite ad occupied for many, many | © 
ars. Here at length was an opportu n 
he large garden of some picturesque suburt 
Villa, for f evelopment of tnoose 
powers which had hitherto been exercised at- 
sr) o'clock in the evening on window tlowers, 
and tha very fitful way (;eraniums 1n 





own to pos- 
of geraniums 
generations atf- 
was dead and 


lreams of the 

















brain on my way 

) ng of shame at the 
tho ad shown that very 
morn enant of mine in- 
tended | give up the cottage 
which he ipied at Dulwict Why, as it 
had happened, nothing could suit me better. 
Ot the house itself I certainly never thought 
very highly It was simply a rather poor 
specimen modern Building Society Gothic 
semi-detached as they call it. Tl » party-wall 
which seT irated my ( wn trom ita companion 


house was a marvel! of tenuity. ‘The wall had 








evidently been built for the sole purpose ot 
promoting a feeling neighborness; since 
triendly nversation between the inhabitants 
of the two cwellings was quite practicable 
through it; ls was checked, thank 
heaven! by the tact it could easily be 
heard. Bu one advantage whicl 
my property | hto me was un- 
mixed; namely, tl large plot of garden- 
ground was attached thereto; in none the 
worse condition, to my mind, because the 


present occupant of ‘Marie Villa’ (named af- 
ter my wife Polly, by t 
for garde ning, and 
overgrown wit 


career as a prs 


had no sou 





the Way) 





\ acome 
“or, beginning my 
For, beginning my 
ulturist under such 








circumstances, the triumph over Nature which 
I tondly anticipated would be entirely my 
own, in years to come I could proudly say, 
‘I tound a wilderness: I leave the /'re gger 
variety of geraniu glorious profusion ! 

Well, to avoid ysity—which isthe bane 
of age—I will just state at once that the 
autumn following my retirement from the 
service of Buckram and Blake found me fully 
established as a gentleman-gardener. It was 


the noon of a dull September day. The man 


whom I employed to dig up the ground, and 


to do the rougher work generally, had just | 


laid down bis spade and gone to dinner. My 
maxim is—as it was when IJ was Buckram’s 
} ‘Never be seen idle by a subord- 
inate’; 80 it was not until the yardener’s ba 
was turned that I put my pruning-knife in my 
pocket, yawned lazily, filled my old briar-root 
pipe, and prepared to look around reflective- 
ly. What a strange contrast was the scene 


around to that which daily greeted my eyes 


chief clerk 


ag 


year after year from the top of the Islington | 


‘bus! Thank God! the harsh clatter of the 
mill of commerce had not become such music 
to my ears that I could not enjoy the sombre 


} , f . 
caim of such a day as this. Above was a 


waste of pale gray sky; a mist hung upon 
the skirts of the meadows—in that light, a 


deep soothing green—which stretched toward 
Dulwich College and the Crystal Palace; and 
in @ neighboring field chestnut trees, whose 
leaves were reddening with the 


1.) F 
iiness of 


decay of 
lieved the « the slaty 


O to li 


autumn, re 


clouds. ve amid such 


scenes until I 
dropped trom the tree of live as gently as 
those decaying leaves! © to find, perhaps, 


my views about the Froggei geranium appre- 
ciated by genial neighbors ! 

“If you please, sir, the 
they've come.” 

The of the which thus inter- 
rupted my meditations at a most interesting 
stage was that very worthy woman Ann Light- 
body, our middle-age servant-maid. 

‘Ah!’ I exclaimed, somewhat vacantly; 
the influence of the thoughts which had just 
been passing through my mind conspiring 
with Ann’s vague statement to prevent a more 
expressive response. 


mistress says as 


owner voice 





**The mistress can't make ‘em out a bit, 
and she have her doubts, sir.” 

This satisfactory addition 
tion was made while Ann held open the French 
window of the drawing-room, in order to al- 
low me to pass into the house. 

‘**You mean that you have your doubts, 
Ann,” said I, ‘‘and that your mistress did not 
contradict you.” 

‘Well, sir, the Pantegon man’s at the door, 
and you can see for yourselt. Secha ‘eap of 
lumber I never see, in all my exper’ence.” 

The dritt of Ann’s critical remarks began 
to be plain ti We bad been expecting 
fresh tenants of the adjoining house tor some 
days, and now they were moving in. 

‘1 cannot think he is a gentleman,” said 
my wife, as | approaced the front window to 
inspect the ‘‘lumber,” as Ann called it. “I 
do hope there are no children,” she added, 
evidently feeling that the offspring of a man 
who was not a gentleman must necessarily be 
ill-mannered and unruly. 

The person to whom she referred—clearly, 
judging by bis actions, the owner of tbe van's 
contents—was leaning against the railings of 
the next house, and from time to time can- 
tioning the men—very much to their annoy- 
ance, | thought—as to their way of carrying 
in the goods. He was a tall, sallow man, 
with a closely cropped beard, and a long fe- 
rocious mustache. His hands were in the 
pockets of a rather seedy serge jacket, and on 


me, 


his head was a wideawake that had evidently | 


suffered very much from the rain, A short 
clay pipe, black with long service, gave the 
finishing touch to the disreputable appearance 
which he presented. My wife’s opinion, that 
he was not a gentleman, seemed not altogether 
80 groundless as I should have imagined. 


the | 


1e 
, | and then said, as he wiped the moisture from 
| 


| **Bless my soul, sir! 


to my informa- | 
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| Discernment of character is not one of her 
| strong points. , 

| It was this that made me pause before re- 
| plying to her comment on our neighbor, for I 
knew from long experiece that she would feel 
so flattered by my agreeing with ber judg- 
ment that her imagination would soon get 
quite beyond control; and this tall sallow 
man, in addition to being not genteel, would 
rapidly reach, in my wife's estimation, yet 
more distinguished positions in crime. — In a 
week he would be a possible forger; in ten 
days a probable murderer. 

‘Ab! little did I think when these thoughts 
were passing through my mind that very 
shortly 1, Joram Frogg, the experienced, 
cool-brained commercial man, should deem 
my wite’s most extravagant speculations a 
strong probability. 

‘What do you think, Joram, dear?” she 
inquired anxiously. 

**L have not made up my mind.” 

“I wish we had never left Claremont 
Square,” exclaimed my pocr wife; of course 
interpreting my hesitation unfavorably to our 
neighbor. ‘*There, now! [have been watch- 
ing every single thing that has been taken out 
of the van, and there is not a shrub, nor a 
plant, nor a garden tool among them. And 
how you have talked, to be sure, about nice 
neighbors who had a taste for flowers ! 

My heart sank as I reflected on the latter 
part of my wite’s remarks. The feeling of 
repulsion | experienced on seeing that tall, 
carelessly attired man, was intensified when | 
realized that I dare not hope for neighborly 
sympathy with the taste which bad mainly in- 
duced me to live in Dulwich. Neither Polly 
nor myself was happy when we retired to rest 
that night, separated from an unsatisfactory 
neighbor by the thinnest of walls ! 





I. 

A November morning. ‘The rime upon tree 
and shrub and the hard bare earth is slowly 
yielding to the rays ot a winter sun. 1, 
Joram Frogg, a frozen-out gardener, have 
come out into the air to enjoy the sudden 
burst of warmth, and to watch the glistening 
icicles change to dew drops, as it were, and 
«parkle, each one, with the glory of the rain- 
bow. 

inere is more to be done, however, than 
simply enjoying the unwonted sunlight. The 
easy lite 1 have spent during the last month 
or two has, notwithstanding my energetic gar- 
dening, begun to affect me in a very disagree- 
able and unexpected manner. I have been 
getting fat! But I flatter myself that I have 
a peculiar talent for meeting and overcoming 
ditficulties of every kind. The heavy garden 
roller which | bought on entering Marie Villa 
would have lain by, gathering the rust of idle- 
ness, during the winter months, had not the 
happy idea entered my brain of employing it 
in the interests of health. Consequently, 
every morning, be it wet or be it dry, sees 
me, for at least half-an-hour, mantully trotting 
round the trim gravel paths of my flowery 
domain, with the garden roller behind me. 

Crunch, crunch, crunch—tramp, tramp. 
The perspiration stood upon my brow in beads | 
as I gave myself to my laborious task this | 
sunny morning. I had made half-a-dozen cir- 
cuits of the garden with my eyes bent upon 
the path betore me, when the sound of 8 voice 
trembling as with age, caused me to stop and 
look toward our neighbor's garden. 

‘*Hi! Good morning to you, sir.” 

‘Good morning, sir,” 1 replied, bowing to 
the elderly, intirm-looking man who greeted 
me. 
| He bad a long beard of snowy whiteness, 
| save round his mouth, where it was jet black. 
His eyebrows, also, were of the same hue. 
This contrast alone gave him a very singular 
look; but the addition of a huge sealskin cap, 

with great flaps covering his ears, and a long 

Ulster coat, the collar of which was 

| turned up, would have made bis appearance 

omical in the extreme, save that the soft, al- 

| most beseeching expression of his dark eyes 
| forbade the thought. 

| This old man, plainly an invalid with a ten- 

| deney to limpness, had arrived in a cab along 

icious neighbor's wife toward the 

lay on which the house was ten- 

This was the first time, to my knowl- 
that he bad stirred out of doors since 











anted. 
| edge, 
then. 
He cougt 


d violently for about a minute, 


‘You are @ very young man, sir; and a 
rather lively young man, sir.”’ 

**Sixty-one next birthday, sir,” I answered, 

| with all the boasttulness of youth. 
Three years younger 
than I am, but you have led a very quiet life, 
I suppose; and I have become sapless by long 
exposure to 8 tropical sun.” 

**A traveller, sir?” 

**Forty thousand miles in India and Persia.” 

‘‘Deary me, sir; deary me!” 

‘‘But I have made money by it,” he said, 
ling teebly. 

I do not know whether it was the whispered 
tone in which he uttered these last words, or 
the vacant look in his eyes, but I began to 
feel that a tropical sun had enfeebled my new 
acquaintance mentally as well as physically. 
I bad no opportunity, however, tor testing 
this suspicion of mine, for just then a stout- 
built, moon-taced German servant, whom our 
neighbors had brought with them, came from 
} the house and approached the old gentleman. 
He subw.itted to take the arm which the 
maid silently proffered him and be led indoors 
like an offending child. 

A week passed before I again had a chance 
of meeting our old neighbor. Every morn- 
| ing I had prolonged my garden-roller exercise 

in the hope ot seeing him. My good wite 
suggested that his nephew (she was indebted 
|} to the thinness of the wall, by the way, for 
her knowledge of this relationship) had some 
Sinister motive for preventing intercourse be- 
tween us. I chid ber at the time for her 
malevolent thoughts, and she was buffed; so 
| there the matter dropped. 





chuck 














)| I fancied, though, that old Mr. Lea (an- 


| other fact revealed by the walls) displayed, as 
it were, something ot the spirit of an emanci- 
| pated schoolboy as he greeted me. The first 
| half-hour of our chat was delightfully pleas- 
ant, I talked of tlowers; he of the adventures 
he had met during the years of his foreign 
travel. He further showed a generous admi- 
ration for my ‘‘tasteful arrangement’—the 
words were his own—of phloxes, asters and 
cbrysanthemuns, and sympathized with my | 
ambition to associate the name of Frogg with 
that ever-cheertul favorite of both rich and 
poor, my much-loved geranium. But he did 
not protess to understand those delicate dis- 
tinctions in flower and leaf which 
much to the English florist. 
**Nature delights to work on a bolder scale 

in those regions where I have been most fa- 
miliar with her,” he said; ‘‘and amid the over- 
powering magnificence of tropical scenery, 

the quiet beauties of an English garden 
| would solicit us in vain.” 


mean so 


These words were uttered in a gentle, 
thoughtful way, that impressed me very 


much. 
‘But still, sir, you can feel the beauty of 
| our simple floral gems in their proper pla 2” 
|} “Gems!” he exclaimed, the expression of 
| his countenance changing from that of the 
reflective sage, I was poing to say, to one 
| that was almost miserly. **Ab, now you talk 
of something I understand. They are not 
| watching us, are they ?” he broke off, looking 
| nervously in the direction of the house. 
‘*No, no,” said I, with subdued excitement. 
| 
| 
| 





wondering what was to happen next. 

He deliberately unbuttoned his Jong Ulster 
coat, shivering in the cold winter air as he did 
s0; then he began to fumble ata belt which 

1¢ wore. Several diamonds, of great value 
} as I judged, in a moment more sparkled be- 
| tore my astonished eyes. He had apparently 
| drawn them from a little leather pocket, cu- 
| riously concealed beneath this belt. 
| ‘‘Ah those are gems, if you like, sir,” he 
exclaimed with an exulting chuckle, which 
| brought to my mind the impression created at 
| our first interview, that be was not quite right 
in his head. 
| ‘*They are splendid,” I said; ‘‘but why do 
| you carry them about with you? Suppose 
| anyone, dishonestly inclined, were to learn 
that an elderly man had property of such 
value upon him? The thought of it makes 
| me tremble, sir.” 

‘I am not in the habit of exhibiting the 
treasures which it has taken my lifetime to 
| amass. I dare not. But I trust you, sir.” 
| As a man of business, | thought there was 
here another proof of mental weakness in the 
fact that he should confide in one of whose 
| antecedents he knew nothing, and of whose 
| bonesty he had no further proof than a love 
of nature might suggest. 

But I chanced at this moment to look up at 
the first-floor window of our neighbor's 
house; and there, watching with a strange and, 
as I thought, scornful smile, stood the tall, sal- 
low man of whom both my wife’s and my own 
impression was so distinctly unfavorable. 

1 motioned to the old man to put away his 
jewels, tor the German servant was approach- 
ing again; most likely sent by her master. — 

My strange acquaintance did not appear in 
the garden any more. 














Ill. 


I have an innate horror of eavesdropping ; 
| and, as I have repeatedly said to my dear 

wife, whose feminine curiosity tempts her to 

attach far too little attention to this evil, 
: Conversation not intended for her ears 
| ought to be regarded with the same feeling as 
| letter not written for ber perusal. She 
| would feel deeply insulted did anyone suggest 
that she was capable of reading another per- 
| son’s letter simply because the seal happened 
| to be broken and she could therefore do 80 
| without fear of detection.” But women, 
| alas, are never logical; and she will not see, 

or, perhaps, cannot, that her conduct is no 

less culpable when she greedily listens to the 
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accident, or carelessness, on their part has 
placed her within earshot. I know I have 
jested about the thinness of the wall between 
us and our neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. Malden, 
permitting friendly talk or checking scandal, 
&c. ; but, in sober earnest, 1 was annoyed with 
Mrs. Frogg that what was to me a subject for 
fun was to her a serious and practical means 
ot picking up information concerning the tall 
man and his wife, and the strange being, Mr. 
Lea. 

Well, a few days after my interview with 
the latter, we sat in our cheerful, cozy front 
parlor (I hate that word ‘‘drawing-room” 
when applied to an apartment sixteen feet 
square 5 we were sitting, I say, in our cozy 
varlor; my wite, with her knitting in her 
Raa, on an ottoman, which was drawn close 
into a recess by the fire-place; I, in my good 
old arm-cbair, by the table in the middle of 
the room, and reading the last number of the 
**Gardener’s Magazine.” The entrance of 
Ann, with our customary ‘‘night-cap” of weak 
toddy and thin bread and butter, interrupted 
my study of an article on ‘*Trenching,” aud 
caused me to look up at my wife. 

**Eavesdropping !” | was about to exclaim, 
when my speech was arrested by observing the 
strange look of horror on Polly's tace. She 
had dropped her knitting, and sat with hands 
clasped tightly across her breast, and head 
pressed closely against the wall. 

**My dear girl, whatever is the matter with 
you?” I said. 

“ “Oh! it is dreadful,” she whispered, hold- 
ing up her finger to check me. ‘*Pray come 
and hear what they are saying.” 

Exalted though my principles were about 
listening, | could not resist the impulse of the 
moment, but hastily rose from my seat and 
placed my ear against the wall likewise. 
Ann Lightbody, too, forgetting our relative 
positions, dropped the tray of toddy on the 
table as if it were a hot coal, and rushed to 
the opposite side of the mantlepiece to imitate 
our example. To any one entering the room 
at that moment, the scene presented must 
have been absurd beyond description. But 
we were earnest enough, for what we heard 
seemed to freeze our very blood. 

‘*Is he dead yet?” we heard Mrs. Malden 
ask her husband, with a low, musical laugh 
that seemed to us like the mirth of a fiend. 

**Thoroughly,” responded he in a deep 
voice, which betrayed no sign of remorse or 
agitation; ‘tyour hint that I should dispose 
ot him in his sleep, like Hamlet's uncle did 
his troublesome brother, was capital !” 

*“() the wretch!” exclaimed Ann Light- 
body, at this point, in atone so loud that I 
felt sure it would be heard through the wall 
and cause this dreadful man and his wife to 
cease their dialogue. 

In the excitement of the moment I forgot 
myself, and I shook my fist at the stupid ser- 
vant. ‘‘Hold your tongue, woman!” I said 
in & hoarse whisper. 

She obeyed, and at the same time motioned 
toward my wife, who begun to show a tenden- 
cy to go off into screaming hysterics. 

I shook ber thoroughly and whispered : 





**For Heaven's sake, Polly, do command 
yourself, or or we shall hear nothing more. 

The possibility of such a disaster seemed to 
be a suflicient restorative; and though she 
trembled violently, she controlled the hyster- 
ics, and again we bent our ears to listen. 

There was silence for several minutes. 
Then we heard Mrs. Malden ask gravely : 

‘*What shall you do with the body ?” 

“Oh, that is just the difficulty. As the 
neighbors must not have their 
roused, it must be buried at night, and a re- 
port put about that the silly old man has gone 
into the country.” 

‘Ob, dear, there is the property to dispose 
of, is there not ?” 

I felt paralysed with horror to think that a 
young and beautiful woman could talk with 
cynical calmness of disposing of the property 
ot a man who had been done to death by her 
own husband! I bad only seen her once or | 
twice, and if my reading had not told me that 
the fairest form may sometimes be tenanted 
by the toulest spirit, I should have thought it 
utterly impossible for one so lovely to partici- 
pate in the awful deed they were discussing, 
or tor those tender lips of hers to frame such 
aspeech as the last one. All this flashed 
through my mind in an instant, and I listened 
fearfully for her husband's reply. It was what 
I expected. 

**Uncut diamonds tell no tale,” this 
sallow neighbor of mine in his deep voice, 
laughing loudly. ‘*Nothing could have been 
luckier than my witnessing that little s 
tween my uncle and our fat neighbor over the 
garden wall.” 

In an ordinary moment [ should have felt 
keenly the insult conveyed in this remark, but 
my feelings were too highly wrought for it to | 
touch me then. | 

But Polly pressed my hand, and murmured, | 

‘*The horrid villain !” | 

We listened pain for several 
more. We heard Malden’s wile heave a deep 
sigh. She was human,then. I had scarcely 
thought it. 

**I can’t bear to think—it is too dreadful, 
she said, her voice trembling for the first time 
during the fearful conversation. 

Again her husband laughed loudly, and 
said in a low tone, **What, my Lady Macbeth 
trembling! Come, we'll to sleep. We are 
but yet young in deed.” 

In a moment more we heard the door of the 


suspicions 








said 


ene be- 








minutes 





apartment closed. We three sat and looked 
at each other—blanched and speechless with 
horror. 


iV. 


recover her 
‘Shall I go and tetch the perlese, 
sir?” she said, in a subdued voice. 

“Oh, don't me, Ann!” sobbed my 
poor wife, yielding to her pent-up emotions, 
and clasping our servant round the waist. | 
This was the first time in her life that she had 
been so undignified. 

You go, Joram,” she continued. 
sudden fear seized her. ‘‘But we 
be murdered while you are gone. Ob, why | 
did I leave Claremont Square? We did have | 
respectable neighbors there.” The poor soul 
wrung her bands and began to laugh hyster- | 
ically. 

I felt that everything depended upon my 
controlling my nervous system. Polly was 
beginning to get silly, and Ann might at any 
moment break down, too. I took out my 
pipe and slowly filled and lit it, in order both 
to steady myself and to impress these women 
with my self command. 

“Ill telegraph to Chittick—that will be 
vest,” I said, atter pacing the room once or 


Ann was the first to 
of mind. 


presence 


} 
leave 





Then a 
shall both 











“You can't telegraph to-night, sir; the or- 
fice “ull be shut,” said the practical Ann. 

Mr. Chittick was an Inspector in the detec- 
tive force at Scotland Yard. Several 
years back, Suckram & Blake were 
the victims of a forgery, and Inspector Chit- 
tick impressed me very much at the time with 
his sagacity and cool methodical style of in- 
vestigating the crime. A feeling ot friend- 
ship between us sprang out of this business ; 
why, it is impossible to say, since the whole 
current of our lives—our tastes, our pastimes 

differed widely; but I simply state a fact. 
The tact was a source of great satisfaction to 
me under the present trying circumstances. 
The Inspector, would, I felt sure, lose no 
time in reaching Dulwich on the receipt of my 
telegram, and would spare all unnecessary 
distress to Polly and myself as he proceeded 
to take the requisite steps for arresting Mal- 
den and his wite. 

After some internal debating, I decided 
that it would be better to wait till the morn- 
ing and then tel-graph, than to go off to the 
local police station that night. I have often 
since wondered at my courage and calmness. 
my wile and the servant seemed to catch 
something of my spirit. We were unanimous 
that to zo to bed was impossible; so Mrs. 
Frogg lay on the sofa, Ann in @ sofa-chair 
which we wheeled out of the next room, and 
I sat up in my good arm-chair, prepared 80 
watch the night through. By dint of a little 
coaxing I persuaded the two women each to 
take a still glass of whiskey and water, into 
which I had slily dropped a very little lauda- 
num, £0 that sleep might soothe the terrors of 
that awful night. 

I sat, and sat, and sat, perplexed and sor- 
rowful. That the savage sbould kill his fel- 
lowman I could understand, but that a beauti- 
ful, cultured woman, and an intellectual man 
—for Ernest Malden was that, I judged— 
should brutally slay a gentle old creature like 
Mr. Lea, with one foot already in the grave, 
made me shudder, did I say? Nay, made 
me wonder on what dark foundation of guilt 
human nature rested. I had read of murders 
and thought them shocking, for amoment or 
two—until I got to the next article in the 
newspaper. But now the thing seemed 
brought so close—a murdered man lying but 
a few yards from me, and his murderer sleep- 
ing, as far as I knew, nearer to him than 1— 
that I felt simply bafiled as I contemplated 
the problem that such a foul tragedy suggest- 
ed. 

Happily, nothing transpired during that 
tedious night to create further alarm. In the 
morning when the postman called, I got him 
to take a telegraphic message, which simply 
urged my friend the Inspector to come as 
early in the day as he possibly could, as I 
wanted to see him on business of a very press- 
ing and extraordinary character. 

About noon he came. Not a soul had 
stirred from the neighboring house, and | had 
therefore the satisfaction of feeling that the 
delay would not frustrate the ends of justice. 
The Inspector was a very cheerful fellow; in 
appearance and build a well-to-do country 
gentleman. He complimented my wife on 
her youth, as he greeted her; said he envied 
me for a lazy old dog; and then, with a sud- 
den change to the character of the keen man 
of business, frugal of his time, inquired what 
was the meaning of my oo message. As 
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private conversation of others, just because 


a precautionary measure, I requested Polly to 
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| noon, and hope to do business. 
} (cerman servant, to-morrow mort 


| knew it would 


leave the room; since I knew from long ex- 
perience of her nature, she would be sure to 
break in upon our conversation with sighs and 
exclamations did she remain. 

When we were alone, | told the story of 
Mr. Lea’s eccentric conduct; his disappear- 
ance after his nephew had seen him showing 
me the diamonds in the garden; and, finally, 
the strange conversation we had overheard 
the night before. At first my friend was 
merely politely attentive ; but, as I went on, 
he took out his note-book and caretully wrote 
down the words we had overheard. He 
asked for particulars, too, of Malden and his 
wife, and of the murdered man. 

“Do you know anything of the business or 
profession of Malden?” he then asked. 

I could only admit that on this point was 
entirely in the dark. 

**But bas not your maid learned anything 
on this subject from your neighbor's servant ?” 
he inquired ; ‘‘servants are always gossiping, 
you know.” 

*‘The woman next door is a foreigner—a 
German— I think.” 

Inspector Chittick pursed up his mouth and 
tapped his note-book with his pencil. 

‘That looks like a plan,” he remarked, aft- 
era moment's meditation. ‘*That fact is the 
strongest point in the case. It seems as 
though it were designed that nothing should 
transpire through the chatter of servants.” 

**Yet surely the real point is the confession 
of murder which we overheard ?” | urged def- 
erentially. 

‘*That has to be proved,” he replied. ‘*In 
the meanwhile, | must compliment you on 
your shrewdness in sending tor me in this 
quiet way. I shall at once telegraph for one 
of our men to stay with you here, and for an- 
other, to be posted within a convenient dis- 
tance of the house. As socn as they arrive I 
shall go and find out sometbing about the an- 
tecedents of this Mr. Malden; that ia, if you 
can tell me the name of the person who con- 
veyed his furniture here.” 

Fortunately | could do this. Mr. Chittick 
duly noted the fact, and then closed his note- 
book, wrote out the telegram on a form which 
he had with him, and sent Ann without delay 
to the post oflice, cautioning her not to say a 
word to any one about the aflair of the previ- 
ous night. 

When she was gone, he resumed the 
character of a country gentleman by asking 
me how | liked my present life, and what 
progress | was making in gardening. 

I was amazed at his coolness. ‘‘How on 
earth, Mr. Chittick, can you talk of such 
things when there is a murdered man next 
door?” 

“It the poor old 


swered, ‘‘there is no 


chap is dead,” he 
occasion tor hurry; and 
L cannot bring his murderer to justice by 
looking and speaking in a very important 
fashion at the present moment. Besides, | 
always avoid getting into an official habit, and 
this | tind I can best do by dismissing a case 
completely from my mind whenever I reach a 
point where nothing further can be done tor 
the time being. Excuse me if | bave wound- 
ed your feelings by my conduct. I know this 
case has been a terrible ordeal for you and 
your poor wite, but 1 am only too accustomed 
unfortunately.” 

Phe intelligence and strength of character 
which remarks d, easily ex- 
plained why Inspector Chittick was held to be 
so far above the ordinary run of detectives ; 
and, further, made me reluctant to inquire, as 
I intended doing, bis reason for not arresting 
Malden there and then. Was it possible that 
his keen eye saw a weak link in the chain of 
testimony I had placed betore him? ‘Ah! 
Joram Frogg, there is more in heaven and 
earth and the Criminal Investigation [epart- 
ment than is dreamt of in your ph 
I kept saying to myself, until the morning 
! Inspector Chittick 


Ali- 


to such things, 


these sugyeste 


le sophy oe 


crept slowly 
lett. 

Day after day passed, and nothing trans- 
pired to clear up this mystery. 


awa, in 


Several times 


Malden left the house tor a few hours, and 
we then observed that the detective officer 
who lounged ebout the road followed him at a 
little distance. Once Ann burst into the 


room with the startling intelligence that there 
was a yreat noise of shi the adjoin 





ing house, in the vicinity of the coal cellar. 


Our resident detective, who was a grim, taci- 


turn man, the very reverse of his chiet, ut- 
tered the words, ‘Burying bim,” and quietly 
went to our coal cellar to listen, leaving us 


gz 
' 

At length, 

. we bad, 


in a state 
after an interval of nearly a 











for the first time, a communication from In- 
spector Chittick in the sh of atelegram 
“T have made ted and startling 





discovery in ] will call this after- 
Malden 1s at 


town with wite and 


home ; inter ds leaving 
I did not show this message to Polly, for | 

1 upset her. She was nearly 

broken down already with the suspense of the 
last week or two, and that fool of a woman, 
Ann Lightbody, kept priming her with hor 
rors until the very sound of my 
was a terror to her—fancy that 
too, were a little unstrung, and Ia 
trembled when Ann ushered Mr. ¢ 
the front room. lle looked 
officer who had been living with us, ar 
greeting me, he gravely took # newspaper 
trom his po ket and I assed it to me 
**Read that,” he said, pointing to a portion 
marked at the top and bottom with ink. In 
a mechanical fashion I took the paper and be- 











»wn footstep 


t Mv nerves, 











gan to read. It was part of an article on the 
**Magazines of the Month,” and J7y/urnia 
was the periodical the criticism of which be 


al 
had marked. I read 





l'yburnia, as usual, is very 
tion. But it scarcely s 
by inserting the highly mel 
‘The Cap of Midas.” The 
this story is a young Greek who is assistant 
in Syracuse 





yutation 


istains if 
-dramatic tale, 


hero-villain of 





to an aged diamond merchant 


My heart begun to beat as Tread the last 
few words. 

‘This young gentleman is fired by an ambi- 
tion to play an important part in the lite ol 
the coming Greek tecderation To obtain 


wealth, and with it influence, he murders his 
aged master for the sake of certain priceless 
gems which the old fellow has concealed in @ 
velvet night-cap which he is in the habit of 
wearing. This is the cap of Midas, we pre- 
sume. Justin Corgialegno—the murderer ‘ 
had read ‘Hamlet,’ ((Query, ‘Has ‘*Hamlet” 
been translated into modern Greek yet ?") and 
drops poison into his master’s ear, and steals 
the nightcap. This poison, however, fails to 
do its work, so the assistant at once stabs the 
old man, and begins to feel the first difficul- 
ties of his lot, namely, how to dispose ol the 
body of the murdered man.” 

I looked up at Inspector Chitti 
A mocking smile lurked in the corners of his 
mouth, I thought. 

**Well, the hero buries his master in 
garden of his house, and starts off with this 
cap which contains the wealth that is to give 


k sheepishly. 


the 


: ’ 
him political power. Here comes the melo- 
dramatic point of the story. The diamonds 
in this cap are of such enormous value that 


the murderer dare not attempt to sell them, 
feeling sure that inquiries will be made as to 
how he became possessed of su h precious 
gems. ‘Tortured by fear, and desperate with 
hunger, he at length commits suicide with 
this cap of Midas placed mo kingly upon his 
own head. The story is ingenious in some of 
its parts, but is really, to speak plainly, un- 
worthy of the reputation of that promising 
young novelist, Mr. Ernest Malden.” 

" «Mr. Ernest Malden?” I muttered, vacant- 
ly—''a novelist !” 

“The Inspector rose from his chair and 
slapped me on the back, and poked me in the 
ribs, and shook me by the shoulders, laughing 
the while with such tremendous boisterous- 
ness, that Mrs. Frogg and Ann burst into the 
room in a etate of speechless amazement 
which I shall never torget. Their appearance 
gave justthe finishing touch of sbsurdity to 
the situation; and as the grotesqueness of the 
blunder which we had and all made, 
dawned upon me, I, too, began to laugh until 
the tears rolled down my cheeks. 

“Polly!” I gasped, as soon as I could 
speak, **Mr. Malden is a novelist! and ob, 
such a vile murderer—-on paper! Ha, ha ha! 
oh, oh, oh! he, he! oh! ha, ha, ha!” 

We really never saw poor old Mr. Lea 
again, for he died at Brighton of sottening ot 
the brain, a few weeks after his nephew and 
niece joined him. Their leaving town—re- 
ferred to in the Inspector's telegram—was 
with this object. The old gentleman, as we 
afterward learned, was taken away from next 
door in a cab one evening when we must all 
have been at the back of the house. Had we 
but seen him go, we should have been spared 
a great deal of terror, and many unjust suspi- 
cions of our neighbors’ characters. Yet, on 
the other hand, this tale would never have 
been written, and I should have lost an op- 
yortunity, to say the least, of opening my 
Geant to a sympathetic public about the Frog- 
gei variety of geranium. The ‘‘variety” will 
be a reality ere long, be it known to all men. 


one 





General Miscellany, 


COLLEGE NICKNAMES. 


Afew years ago one of the students at 
Bowdoin College bore the euphonious title of 
“Spud.” He wasa fine scholar, and after 
graduation was chosen an instructor in the 
College. Ot course his student name still 
clings to him. He knew it, and didn’t like it. 
He was very dignified, and his professional 
chair did not diminish the gravity of his de- 
meanor. One day some boys playing ball 
near the door of a recitation room in which 
**Spud” was conducting a Latin exercise, an- 
noyed this expounder of subjectives and the 
intricacies of indirect discourse, and, calling 
a sophomore to him, he said: ‘*Please go to 
the door, Mr. A., and say to those players 
that 1 desire them to cease their play or make 





less noise.” Mr. A. went to the door, stuck 
his head out, and shouted in stentorian tones : 
‘Here, you fellows! Spud says, dry up!” 
Another professor at the same College bore 
the nickname ‘‘Kaigar,” from two common 
Greek words. In fact, very few professors in 
any American college escape familiar or op- 
probrious nicknames at the bands of the stu- 
dents. One of the happiest hits of this sort 
was at the expense of a certain Yale profes- 
sor, who was called “Old Spondee”—a spon- 


dee, in metrical versification, consisting of 


two long feet. 





HARRIET BEECHER STOWE. 





BY OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES, 


Read at the celebration of Mrs. Stowe’s Beventieth 
Birthday, at Newtonville, June Mth, 1882. 


If every tongue that speaks her praise 

For whom | shape my tinkling phrase 
Were summoned to the tat 

The vocal chorus that would meet, 

Of mingling accents harsh or sweet, 

From every land and tribe would beat 
rhe polyglots of Babel. 





Briton and Frenchman, Swede and Dane, 
Turk, Spaniard, Tartar of Ukraine, 
Hidalgo, Cossack, Cadi, 
High Dutehman and Low Dutchman, too, 
The Russian serf, the Polish Jew, 
Arab, Armenian and Mantchoo 
Would shout, ‘We know the lady.” 


Know her! Who knows not Uncle Tom 
And her he learned bis gospel from, 
Has never heard of Moses; 
Full well the brave black hund we know 
Phat gave to freedom’s grasp the hoe 
That killed the weed that used to grow 
Among the Southern roses 


When Archimedes, long ago, 

Spoke out so grandly “dos pow sto, 
(iive me a place to stand on, 

I'll move your planet for you, now,” 

He little dreamed or fancied how 

Phe sto at last should tind its pow 
For woman’s faith to land on, 


lier lever was the wand of art, 
Her fulcrum was the human heart 
Whence all unfailing aid is; 
She moved the earth! its thunders pealed, 
Its mountains shook, its temples reeled, 
Phe blood-red fountains were unsealed, 
And Moloch sunk to Hades. 


All through the conflict, up and down 
Marched Uncle Tom and Old John Brown, 
One ghost, one form ideal, 
And which was false and which was true, 
And which was mightier of the two, 
The wisest sibyl never knew, 
For both alike were real. 


Sister, the holy maid does well 

Who counts her beads in convent cell, 
Where pale devotion lingers; 

But she who serves the sufferer'’s needs, 

Whose prayers are apelt in loving deeds 

May trust the Lord will count her beads 
As well as human fingers 


When Truth herself was Slavery’s slave 
Phy hand the prisoned suppliant gave 
Phe rainbow wings of fiction 
And Truth who soared, descends to-day 
Keuring an ange!’s wreath away, 
lilies at thy feet to lay 


With heaven's own benediction. 





SUPERSTITIONS ABOUT CATS. 

In Ireland it is considered highly unlucky 
for a family to take with them a cat when 
they are moving, more especially, too, when 
they have to cross ariver. Mr. Gregor also 
tells us that, in the northeast of Scotland, if 
a cow or other domestic animal was seized 
with disease, one mode of cure was to twist a 
rope of straw the contrary way, join the two 
ends, and put the disea-ed animal through the 
loop along with acat. By this means the dis- 
ease was supposed to be transferred to the 
cat, and the animal's life was so saved by the 
cat dying. This, of course, was only one of 
the extensive charms of which the leading 
idea was that of substitution. A remedy for 
erysipelas, lately practiced in the parish of 
Locharron, in the Nortwest Highlands, con- 
sisted in cutting off one-balf of the ear of a 
cat, and letting the blood drop on the part af- 
fected, lluding, moreover, to the numerous 
other items of tolk-lore in connection with 
the cat, there is a popular notion that a May 
cat—a cat born in the month of May—is otf 
no use for catching rats and mice, but exerts 
an injurious intl 
bringing into it disagreeable reptiles of va- 
rious kinds. Mrs. Latham, in her ‘**West 
Sussex Superstitions,” says that a May cat is 





ence on the house through 





supposed ‘‘to be inclined to melancholy, and 
to be much addicted to catching snakes and 
bringing them into the house. I had 


that this West-country } 


heard 


belief existed 


in our 





village; and, very lately, observing a most 
dejected-looking cat by the fire in a cottage, 
said, in jest, ‘*L should think that cat was born 
in May “Oh, ves,” said the owner uf it, 
*‘that she was, and so was her mother; and 
she was just as sad-looking, and was always 
bringing snakes and vipers within doors.” 


In Huntingdonshire there is a common saving 
that ‘‘a May kitten makes a dirty cat.” This 
born in 


Jed on the 


supposed ill luck attaching to a cat 
the month of May is no doubt tour 









old notion that May was an unfortunate sea- 





son for births of any kind, in allusion to 
which there is an old proverb, which says— 
May chets 
Bad luck t 
According to a curious notion, still extensive- 


ly credited by North country peasantry, black 
cats are supposed to bring not only good luck, 
but also which we 
may quote a well-known rbyme on the sul) 


lovers—in illustration ot 


Whenever the cat the house is black, 
The lasses vers W have t - 


Mr. Henderson, speaking of this supersti- 
tion, tells us that an old North country woman 
‘It’s na won- 
fast, ve 


on one occasion said to a lady, 
der Jock——’s lasses marry off so } 
ken what a braw black cat they've got.” Itis 
considered unlucky to dream of a cat, a piece 
of tolk-lore pre valent in Germany, where if 
one a black cat at 
an omen of some alarming illness during the 
following year. Equally unfortunate, too, is 
it for a cat to sneeze, this act being supposed 
to indicate that the family will have colds 
Thus, we are informed by Mrs. Latham that 
in * ussex, the most favored cat, if 
heard to sneeze, is instantly shut out of doors ; 
for should she stay to repeat the sneeze three 
times indoors, the whole family will bave 
colds and coughs.” 

Lastly, there are many quaint traditions in 
which the cat holds a prominent place ; and an 
amusing one, current in the north of England, 
we may quote in conclusion: A gentlemen 
was one evening sitting cosily in his parlor, 
reading or meditating, when he was inter 
rupted by the appearance of a cat which came 
down the chimney and cried out, **Tell Dil- 
drum Doldrum’s dead!" He was not unnat- 
urally startled by this strange occurrence ; 
and when shortly after his wite entered, and 
he related to her what had happened, her own 
cat, which accompanied her, exclaimed, ‘‘Is 
Doldrum dead ?” and immediately rushed up 
the chimney, and was heard of no more. Of 
the numberless conjectures stated to account 
for this extraordinary event, the most reason- 
able one appears to be that Doldrum had been 
king of Catland, and that Dildrum was the 
next heir.—l’rom the (Gentleman's Maya- 
zine. 


Ireams ot Christmas, it is 


‘even 





A MOST INGENIOUS COOK. 

Near, in the opinion of the Greek poet 
Eupbron, are the poet and the cook. Both, 
he says, attain by an ingenious audacity the 
apex of their art. And to sbow the intellec- 
tual daring of the cook, he tells the following 
story: Nicomedes, the great king of Bithynia, 
being once on a time some twelve days’ jour- 
ney from the sea, had a sudden longing fora 
loach. Some lexicographers explain the 
word used by Eupbron as ‘‘smelt,’ but the 
general consensus is in favor of the former 
interpretation. His cook served him up in 
twenty minutes this very fish. Everybody 
wondered, tor the season, to add to the difli- 
culty of the exploit, chanced to be midwinter. 
it is said that once while Selden sat in the as- 
sembly of Divines at Westminster, a warm 
debate arose about the distance trom Jericho 
to Jerusalem. ‘Those who contended for the 
longer distance were about to yield to their 
adversaries that fishes were carried from one 
city to the other, when the celebrated lawyer 
cried out ‘‘Perhaps the fishes were salted,” 
upon which the dispute was renewed with in- 
creased vigor. But the loach in the present 
case was quite fresh. How then was it pro- 
cured ? 

French cooks can, it is well known, make a 
delicious soup out of an old shoe, but the cu- 
rious device of the cook of Nicomedes will be 
found equally clever. Ile took a turnip, and 
cut it into the figure of a loach. He then 
boiled it gently over a slow fire, added a cer- 
tain quantity of oil and salt—not that indefi- 
nite amount familiar to us in modern cookery 
books as a ‘‘pinch,” but measured with exact 
and learned discrimination—and completed 
the dish by the sprinkling of a dozen grains 
of black pepper. Nicomedes, devouring the 
disguised turnip with a good appetite, told his 
friends that it was the finest loach he ever ate 
in his life. Itis surely but a just reward of 
merit that cooks possessed of such powers as 
these should receive those high salaries we 
read of in the records of Imperial Rome.— 
The London Cook. 





OSCAR WILDE AND A PEANUT BOY. 


A man who was on the same train with 
Wilde, coming from Reno to Ogden, relates 
an amusing experience. Wilde was lounging 
back in his seat, dreaming of asphodel, etc., 
when the train boy woke him up by shouting : 

‘*Hoscar Wilde’s poems for ten cents!” 

The poet started up toa sitting posture, 
with: 

“Great Gr-r-rod! is it possible that my 
poems have reached such beastly figures as 
that ?” 

‘Three for two bits!” continued the boy. 
He offered the poet some copies of the ‘‘Sea- 
side Library” edition in paper. 

Wilde grabbed the book and fixed his big 
eyes on the boy. 

‘Do you know, my dear sir that you are 
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lending your countenance to a heavy infringe- 
ment on the rights of an English author ?” 

“Is that so?” replied the boy, slowly. 
‘Do you "spose the teller that rit the book, 
will know it?” 

“Of course he will. How can your guilty 
acts escape his cognizance P” 

‘His cognuzzence aint’t nothing to me. It 
ain’t loaded, is it ?” 

‘‘l am the author of those poems.” 

“Ah! go away,” snickered the boy. “You 
are ringing in for a commish, ‘Twon't 
work, cully! Folks put up jobs on me every 
day. Here, take a wasted peanut and fill up! 
It I thought such a looking chap as you rit 
them lines, d'ye ‘spose I'd peddle em? No, 
eid 

The crowd roared, and Wilde joined hearti- 
ly in the laugh. After the boy was assured 
that the man was none other than the poet, he 
went to Wilde and offered him a dozen 
oranges to call the thing square. 





INTERESTING TO HOUSEKEEPEBS. 
How Pepper and Spices are Adulterated. 


“What do you do with your cocoanut 
she!ls ?” asked a Kecord reporter of a promi- 
nent candy manufacturer. ‘‘Sell them to be 
made into pepper,” said he, and the aroused 
curiosity of the reporter was not quieted by 
the further statement that the shells were real- 
ly ground and used by spice men to adulter- 
ate pepper and other of their wares. Further 
investigation showed that a factory where the 
shells are ground up is situated at the corner 
of Lime street and the railroad in Camden, 
and is a one-story brick building, the capacity 


shells per day. The shells are brought to 
the factory in bags and deposited in the roast- 
ing department. Here they are carefully 
scraped and put in great revolving ovens, 
which are constantly turned 
blazing coals. Some of the shells are roasted 
alight brown, while others come out crisp 
and black. 


ing department, and reduced to a fine powder 
like pepper. The brown shells are not 
ground so fine, and come from the mill look- 
ing exactly like ground coffee. This Camden 
factory is said to have been in operation for 
about a month. The shells cost very little, 
and the milling is done at an expense of 
about two or two and one half cents per 
pound. 

A representative of a leading spice house, 
in speaking of this novel preparation, said 
that while his house had not used it, he sup- 
posed that it was a harmless adulterant for 
**We have our own methods of adul- 


part that the lower grades of spices are pure. 
We simply sell the retailer what he wants. 
We sell them spices as low as eight and nine 
cents, but it is about as much something else, 
as itis pepper. It would ruin the trade to 
prohibit adulteration, and, besides, there are 
not enough spices grown to supply the de- 
mand of the United States alone, if nothing 
but pure spices were sold. We are constant- 
ly making experiments to discover the cheap- 
est harmiese foreign matter with which we can 
make our goods, in order to supply the de- 
mand tor low grades 

The powder made from ground cocoanut 
shells has a fine color, and on account ot its 
weight and appearance, is considered by spice 
manufacturers to be choice adulterating mate- 
rial.— Philadelphia Record. 


A BETTER FEELING 





A Texas Journal’s Vindication of Yankee- 
dom and Its Inhabit ts. 

How fempora mutantur, and how rapidly 
we mutamur tn il It is not so long ago 
that the average Yankee was regarded by 
Texans as little better than an emissary of 
Satan. ‘The Massachusetts Yankee was sup- 


posed to be as vile and despicable as ten or- 
cipary Yankees, while a Boston Yankee was 
piously believed to contain fifty per cent more 
total depravity than any other kind of New 
Inglander. All these old notions have been 
in bundles and laid 








ed uy uid away, without 
Any ‘ls on them, in the garret, with the 
rest of the rubbish of the war. We Texans 


Massachu- 
setts Yankee is just as much of an American 
citizen as any are, and vice versa. 
Some years before the war, the Texas Legis- 


are pretty well satisfied that tbe 


of us 


lature ordered the purchase oct machinery for 


the Penitentiary at Huntsville, and the appro- 


pilation was passed with the proviso that 
none of the machinery purchased was to be 
manufactured in the State of Massachusetts 
Ifany such bill as that was up before the 
present Legislature, although it is not much 
of a Legislature, no such nonsense would be 
listened to for any length of time. Itis hig 





ly probable that three or four partially de- 
mented legislators, like Todd, the gentleman 
from Marion, would improve the opportunity 
but the 
rest of the members would certainly impress 
on them that it is hard!y worth while prolong- 
ing the war, just to hear them tell about their 
‘*pitched battles.” It is true that the Massa- 
chusetts boys in blue were about the first ones 
to pollute the sacred soil ot Virginia with 
their presence, and they could also be found, 
without much difficulty, on most of the battle- 
fields of the war, but we have also noticed 
since the war, that when there is any great 
disaster in the South by pestiler ee, or tlood, 
or fire, that those Boston people are the ones 


to make usual fools of themselves, 


that go down into their garments and bring 
forth large sums of actual cash for the reliet 
of the sufferers. That's the way they get 
even with us for not buying any machinery 


from them previous to the war. It is a nota- 
ble fact, that when there is real distress at the 


South, Boston subscribes more money in less 
time than half a dozen of our own Southern 
States, as for instance, at Memphis. ‘Taking 


it altogether, it hardly pays to poke tun at 


the Hub. When it comes to intelligence, 
morality and public spirit, Boston holds about 
as good a band as there is in the deck. Bos- 
ton comes just as near being the bub as any 


village we know ot.— /e.ras Siftings. 





AVit and Ziumor. 


HIS FIRST CLIENT. 





n Brass,a young attorney, just admi:ted to the 











bar, 
Was sober and sagacious as—as young attorneys are; 
Aud « frown of deep abstraction held the seizin ot his | 
fuce | 
Phe result of contemplation of the rule in Shelley's 
Cust 
On y, in term-time, Mr. Brass was sitting in the 
t, 
When me good men and true of the body of the 





county did on their oath report 

Phat heretofore, to wit: upon the second day of May 

A. 1D., 1881, about the hour of noon, in the coun 

ty and sty aforesaid, one Joseph Scroggs, late 

of said county, did then and there feloniously 

take, steal and corry away 

(one bay horse to the value of 
less, 

The same then and there being of the property, goods 
and chattels of one Hesekiah Hess 

Contrary to the statute in such cuse expressly made 

Aud provided; and against the peace and dignity of 

the state wherein the venue had been laid. © 

The priscner, Joseph Scroggs, was then arraigned 

upon this charge, 

And pleaded not gulity, and on this he 

upon the country at large; 

And said Joseph being poor, the court did graciously 

appoint 

Mr. Brass to defend him, much onthe same principle 

that obtains in every charity hospital, where a 

young medical student is often set to rectify a 

serious ibjury tO an organ or a joint a 





fifty dollars more or 


threw himself 





The witnesses seemed prejudiced against 
Scroggs; 

And the District Attorney made a thrilling speech, tn 
which he told the jury that if they didn’t find for 
the state he reckoned they'd have to “walk their 
loga;” 


poor Mr 





arose and made his speech for the de- 
fence, 

Wherein he quoted Shakespeare, Blackstone, Chitty, 
Archbald, Joaquin Miller, Story, Kent, lupper, 
Smade and Marshala, and many other writers; 
and everybody said they ‘never heered sucha 
bust of eloquence.” 








And he said: “On this hypothesis my client must go 
free,” : 
And 





gain on this hypothesis, its morally impossi 

ble that he could be guilty, don’t you see?’ 

And: “Then on this hypothesis, you really can't con 
veut ;” 

And so on, with forty-six more hypotheses, upon 

none of which, Mr. Brass ably demonstrated, 

could Scroggs be derelict 


But the jury, never stirring from the box wherein they 


at, 
Returned a verdict of “Guilty;” and Hie Honor 
straightway sentenced Scroggs to a three-year 
term in the penitentiary, and a heavy fine, and 
the costs on top of that; : 
Ani the prisoner, in wild de light, got up and danced 
and sung; 
when they asked him the reason of this strange 
behavior, he said: “It's because I got off ro 
exsy—for if there'd ha’ been a few more of them 
darned hypotheses, I'd have been hung!” 


And 





THE LAWS OF NATURE, 
Brother Gardner’s Personal Experience as 
told to the Limekiln Club. 


Cottonseed White, of Glenrose, Texas, in 
& communication of a scientific nature, ad- 
dressed to the President, asked as follows: 
‘Did sou know that knowledge could be 
obtained by experience, and that experience 
is but another name for suffering ? 

‘That about the time we grow wise enough 
to live we must fail and die ? 

“That the most meritorious actions are 
often followed by the most disastrous conse- 
quences ? 

‘That this universe is governed by passion- 
leas, purposeless, inexorable, eternal law ?” 
‘1 know all about it,” replied the Presi- 
dent, with a sad shake of the head, ‘‘I’ve bin 
right dar. My fust knowledge about a mule 
was gained by pickin’ up one of his hind feet. 
I have in my kindness of heart lent my shot- 
gun to a friend to shoot a crow, an’ bin 
obleeged to pay fifteen dollars for de calf he 
killed. I have not only obsarved dat de uni- 
verse am governed by passionless, purpose- 
less, inexorable an’ eternal laws, but have 
diskivered dat de man who goes fishin’ on 
Sunday mus’ buck agin de hull bizness. It 
am sad, an’ yet we mus’ brace up an’ keep 








turning de grindstone.”—Detroit Free Press, 


of the mill being about two tons of ground | 


over beds of | 


After being caretully sorted, the | 
dark shells are put into hoppers in the grind- | 


spices. 

teration,” he said, and sell to the trade proba- 
bly, more adulterated goods than pure. We 
can't help it. There is no pretence on our 


eop23 


1882. 


A VALUABLE ANIMAL. 


About four thousand anecdotes have been 
narrated, in a recent publication, in which 
dogs have figured in heroic acts by which bu- 
man life has been preserved, but we fail to re- 
member a narrative which can be appropriate- 
ly designated like the following. Now we do 
not mean to deny the truth of the many anec- 
dotes such as we have mentioned, but we will 
say that of our personal knowledge we know 
none such. We had a dog once that saved 
things—a good many things, too—but there 
wasn't a life among them. He kept his things 
under a summer kitchen of ours, and bis hid- 
ing place wasn’t discovered fora long time; 
not, indeed, until it became necessary to tear 
up the kitchen floor to find a good place to 
deposit some chloride of lime; then we tound 
out what had been ‘‘saved by a dog.” ‘There 
were a couple of kittens, acat, two or three 
rats, and achicken, all dead, very dead; a 
large assortment of bones, the remnants of an 
ottoman, for the theft of which the best hired 
girl we ever had, had been discharged; a 
couple of teaspoons, a goblet, an old hoop- 
skirt, a lot of tin cans, a canary bird, a plaster 
of Paris pigeon and a cook book.—Cincinna- 
ti Saturday Night. 





Srronc LanGcuaGr.—The editor of the 
Honolulu Saturday /’ress, baving been taken 
to task for omitting Latin quotations from a 
communication, boldly asserts that plain Eng- 
lish is good enough for bis readers. ‘That he 
is & linguist there can be no doubt, for he 
proceeds to say: 

**No language has anything more expres- 
sive, for instance, than the Esquimaux say- 
jing, Wungi ochas kowkow amahioktik ; or 
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